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T he Fairbanks House is the oldest surviving timber frame house in North America. It was built for J: 


Grace Fairebanke and their family in 1636. The house was occupied by them and passed down to succeedis 
generations of the family until the early twentieth century. In all, eight generations of the Fairbanks Family 
house and the Fairbanks family still owns the property. Over the years, the original portion was extended u 
as the family's needs and as the fashions of the times dictated including the east and west wings added in th 
nineteenth century. 


Abbott Lowell Cummings, former Charles F. Montgomery Professor of American Decorative Arts at Yale 
says the following about the Fairbanks House: 


"The Jonathan Fairbanks' House in Dedham, Massachusetts, 1s one of the most important historic houses now stand. 
the northeastern part of the United States. Its value to the area and to the nation as a whole hes not so much in its cla. 
being the oldest house in New Exngland but in its architectural significance... It may be said quite simply that no other 
the mid-17th century in New England has survived in such unbelievable unspoiled condition. It is extraordinary that . 
a structure should preserve such a high percentage of original features. It 1s a veritable storehouse of information concern 
small handful of houses which survive from this early period,” 


Fairbanks House is open to the public for tours from May-October. 

Tours are available Tuesday - Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm and Sunday 1:00pm to 5:00pm. The last tour of 
begins at 4:00pm. 

(Year round exhibits will take place in the 17th Century Barn when project 1s completed.) 


Read below for more Fairbanks House Details: 


http://www.fairbankshouse.org/thehouse.asp 3/29/2005 
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Ellis FAIRBANKS (1) — Jackson Co., Miss. 


1812 - from May 14 to December 12 - Ellis Fairbanks is appointed as the first Sheriff for Mobile 
County in Mississippi Territory, which at that date included the future Counties of Jackson, Mobile and 
Hancock; all the Gulf Coast territory from the Pearl River to Mobile Bay (excluding the City of Mobile). 


Fairbanks House, 511 East Street, Dedham, MA 02026 
Phone 781-326-1170 


The Fairbanks House in Dedham, MA is thought to be the oldest standing timber frame building in North 
America. Built circa 1637-1641 for Jonathan and Grace Fairebanke and their six children, it was home to 
eight generations of the Fairbanks family. The Fairbanks House is now a historic house museum, open 
annually May | -- October 31. 

The Country's Oldest Timber Frame House 

The Fairbanks House is believed to be the oldest surviving timber frame house in North America. It was 
built for a family of Puritan immigrants from Yorkshire in England, Jonathan and Grace Fairebanke and 
their six children. Dendrochonology (tree ring dating) has confirmed a construction date of the late 1630s- 
early 1640s. The house was passed down to succeeding generations of the family until the early twentieth 
century. In all, eight generations of the Fairbanks family lived in the house. Through the Fairbanks Family 
in America, Inc., the extended Fairbanks family still owns the property. Over the years, the original portion 
of the house was extended with additions as the family's needs changed and as the fashions of the times 
dictated. The current east and west wings were added in the early nineteenth century. 

Like no other house 

Abbott Lowell Cummings, former Charles F. Montgomery Professor of American Decorative Arts at Yale 
University, says the following about the Fairbanks House: 

"The Jonathan Fairbanks House in Dedham, Massachusetts, is one of the most important historic houses 
now standing in the northeastern part of the United States. Its value to the area and to the nation as a whole 
lies not so much in its claim to being the oldest house in New England but in its architectural significance... 
It may be said quite simply that no other house of the mid-17th century in New England has survived in 
such unbelievable unspoiled condition. It is extraordinary that so early a structure should preserve such a 
high percentage of original features. It is a veritable storehouse of information concerning the small handful 
of houses which survive from this early period." 
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Come visit history! 
The Fairbanks House is open to the public for tours from May to October. Tours are available Tuesday - 
Saturday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm and Sunday 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Tours begin every hour, on the hour. The 
last tour of the day begins at 3:00 pm 
“ay 


Seen here are two of the three sisters who owned the Fairbanks House from 1843 to 1879. The eldest 
sister, Prudence, died first, at age 89 in 1871. These are probably the two younger sisters, Sally (1790- 
1877) and Nancy (1794-1879). For this photograph the sisters posed outside the Fairbanks House with 


some of their prized family heirlooms, along with their cat. 


February 6, 2005 
Joseph Neil Fairbanks, Fairbanks Family of America, beaumont@pullman.com 


Hello to a fellow researcher. I am Else J. Martin, retired Genealogy & Local History Librarian of 
the Pascagoula/Jackson-George Regional Library in South Mississippi. I have been researching local Gulf 
Coast families for many years and would like to share some interesting possible Fairbanks Family 
connections with you. 


1812 - May 14 - All of Old Spanish West Florida between the Pearl River and the Perdido River was 
added to the Mississippi Territory. 


1812 - from May 14 to December 12 - Ellis Fairbanks is appointed as the first Sheriff for Mobile 
County in Mississippi Territory, which at that date included the future Counties of Jackson, Mobile and 
Hancock; all the Gulf Coast territory from the Pearl River to Mobile Bay (excluding the City of Mobile). 


1812 - December 12 - Mobile County, Mississippi Territory was divided into three counties, 
Jackson, Hancock and Mobile. 


1812 — Ellis Fairbanks has a Land Claim in Section 15, Township 5, Section 6 in the new County of 
Jackson, Mississippi Territory. 


1822 — Ellis Fairbanks married Mrs. Sarah Cumbest Ely in Jackson Co., Miss. 
1822 — December 15, birth of son, Ellis Fairbanks, II in Jackson Co., Miss. 


1824 - The Jackson Co, MS Justices of the Peace 
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Ellis Fairbanks, Walter Denny (from Penn), Charles Holland, John Brewer, Sr. and Wm. C. 
Seaman (from New York). 


1825 — Jackson Co., MS Census 
Ellis Fairbanks, head of household with 4 males and 4 females 


1830 — Jackson Co, Miss Census 
Ellis Fairbanks 
1 male age 50 to 60 Ellis Fairbanks, I 
1 female age 30 to 40 Sarah Cumbest Ely, wife; widow of Jean Antoine Ely 
1 female age 15 to 20 Mary Rose Ely; daughter of Antoine & Sarah C. Ely 
1 female age 15 to 20 Catherine Ely; daughter of Antoine & Sarah C. Ely 


1 male age 10 to 15 John Charles Ely; son of Jean Antoine & Sarah C. Ely 

1 female age 10 to 15 Margaret Ely; daughter of Jean Antoine & Sarah C. Ely 
1 male age 5 to 10 Ellis Fairbanks I; son of Ellis I & Sarah Fairbanks 
Slaves 


| male slave age 24 to 30 — Sefas DeF landers, known to have been with Sarah 
Fairbanks since her marriage to Antoine Ely. 
1 male slave age 24 to 30-— A DeFlanders, known to have been with Sarah 
Fairbanks since her marriage to Antoine Ely. 
1 female slave age 0 to 10 — Rachel Fairbanks, known to have been with Sarah 
Fairbanks after her marriage to Ellis. Rachel died in 
1920, in the County ‘Poor House’, age 99. 


From the Fairbanks Family of America book, which I borrowed several years ago on Interlibrary 
Loan, page 97: Fifth Generation Family of Lt. Joshua Fairbanks 


Child No. 6. Ellis Fairbanks, born , went to sea, and was never afterward heard 
from.” 


I believe this is the Ellis Fairbanks who came to Spanish West Florida and lived in the area of the 
Pascagoula River, then known as East Pascagoula, now known as Moss Point, in Jackson Co, Miss. Can 
you help us determine if this is correct? 


He was known as a well educated man and was believed to have come from an affluent family in 
Massachusetts. The local descendants of Ellis Fairbanks have never researched his family. He was one of 
the early important figures in the history of the Gulf Coast. I have been interested in his ancestry and I am 
preparing material on those of influence in the early history of our county for The Journal, published by the 
Jackson County Genealogical Society. 


Many of those who came to the Gulf Coast and Pascagoula River area were seamen, ship builders, 
carpenters, etc. Many ship builders and carpenters came here from the New England area 'Live Oaking' in 
search of the live oaks for ship building. They also were shipping tall yellow pine logs to New England for 
ship builders to use as ship masts. 


He was married to Mrs. Sarah Cumbest Ely, the widow of Jean Antoine Ely (a ship carpenter) who 
died in 1820. Sarah Cumbest was the daughter of Simon Cumbest (a ship carpenter) and Maria Eva Kop. 


Simon Cumbest & Maria Eva Kop 

Land was claimed by Simon Cumbest on the Pascagoula River for Section 10, Township 7, Range 
6 West in 1799. This is the area known as Choctaw Point, Mossy Pen Point and later Griffin Point in 
present day Moss Point. This is where the Cumbest family resided. 

On February 20, 1801, Simon Cumbest, an “old inhabitant of Pascagoula River” applied for 
another tract of land for a cowpen, on the East side of the Pascagoula River, between Plum Bluff and Cedar 
Creek. 

Known children of Simon & Eva Cumbest 
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1. Elizabeth Cumbest, 1790-Oct 22, 1865 
Married William Graham about 1810. He died in 1833 
Married John Hughes; see 1850 family #143 
2. John Henry Cumbest, 1792-died about 1832 
Married Madlein Phoal 
See Widow Madlein Goff 1850 family #135 
3. Sarah Magdeline Cumbest, born 1795, died after 1870; Married Jean Antoine Ely, about 1810; He died 
about 1820; Married Ellis Fairbanks, about 1821; Sarah family #153 
4. Catherine Cumbest, Mar 17, 1798-after 1850 
Married Francis Cunningham, Mar 7, 1814 
See Widow Catherine, 1850 family #142 
5. Jethro Cumbest, born 1899 
Nothing known about him 
6. Simon Antoine Cumbest II, born 1804 
Moved to California after 1850 


Ellis Fairbanks (I) died between 1837 and 1840 and is buried in an unmarked grave on the old 
Fairbanks home place, Section 18, now known as Harleston. 


He was born May 4, 1771, possibly in Douglas, Mass., the grandson of Dr. Jonathan Fairbanks 
(1689-1754) and Hannah Coolidge (1692-1776) of Sherborn, Mass. His parents were possibly Lt. Joshua 
Fairbanks (1727-1781) and Lydia Ellis of Douglas, Mass. 


Descendants of ELLIS FAIRBANKS, I 
Born May 4, 1771, possibly in Massachusetts 
Sarah may have been a second wife. They had only one known son. 


Ellis Fairbanks, II, born Dec 15, 1822, East Pascagoula, Jackson Co., MS 
Died January 23, 1900, in Americus, Jackson Co., MS 
Married Mary Ann Carter Feb 6, 1851 in Americus, Jackson Co., MS 
Born May 27, 1818, in Jackson Co., MS, died Jan 29, 1901, Americus 
Daughter of William Carter and Mary Goff. 
Children of Ellis Fairbanks If and Mary Ann Fairbanks: 
1. Cammie M. Fairbanks, born March 18, 1853 in Americus, Jackson Co., Miss 
Died August 2, 1934. 
Married John W. Fairley, born August 20, 1929 in Americus, Jackson Co., Miss, died August 
20, 1929. He was the son of Cornelius Neill Fairley and Emily Jane Jenkins of ‘Old' Jackson County, 
Miss. 
Children of John W. & Cammie Fairbanks Fairley: 
1. Mary Emma Fairley, born April 6, 1877 and died May 14, 1958 in 
Americus, Jackson Co., Miss. 
Married Daniel D. Ward Sep 14, 1898, died Mar 16, 1940 
1. Alba Ward, born Oct 30, 1899; still living in January 2005 
Married 1" Arthur L. Orrell Sep 17, 1927; he died Jun 7, 1933 
Married 2” Joseph A. Malone, Aug 12, 1945 
2. Lura Fairley, born May 2, 1879, died Sep 30, 1933 Americus, Jackson Co., 
Miss. Never married 
3. Cammie Erette Fairley, born June 17, 1883, Americus, Jackson Co., Miss. 
Died Aug 2, 1934. Never married. 
4, Lessie Fairley, born April 10, 1887. Americus, Jackson Co., Miss. 
Died Nov 24, 1952. Never married 
5. Maggie McInnis Fairley, born April 22, 1889, Americus, Jackson Co., Miss. 
Died Aug 13, 1957, Americus, Jackson Co, MS 
Married Robin Donald 'Rob' McLeod, Mar 16, 1916, Jackson Co 
Born April 19, 1878, died Feb 14, 1970, Americus, Jackson Co MS 
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Son of Dr. John Knox McLeod (1840-1900 & Josephine McInnis (1846- 
1910); Rob McLeod served as Sheriff and also Beat One Supervisor of Jackson 
County 


Children of Rob McLeod and Maggie Fairley 
1. John Knox McLeod, born Nov 24, 1920 


Married Ida Mae Watson; living in 2005 
2. Robin Donald McLeod, Jr., born Oct 10, 1921 


2. William Lofton Fairbanks, born April 17, 1855 in Americus, Jackson Co., Miss; death date unknown. 
William Lofton Fairbanks was afflicted in some way, never married. 


Ellis Fairbanks (11) 


The father of Ellis If was Ellis I. Ellis I was the son of Lieut. Joshua Fairbanks and Lydia 
Ellis of Douglas, Massachusetts. In the Fairbanks Family in America publication of 1932 their 
son Ellis I was born May 4, 1771 in Douglas, Mass, “went to sea, and was never afterward 
heard from”. 


I recently connected with the Fairbanks Family via their web site and e-mailed them to let them know about 
the Ellis Fairbanks I and II of Jackson County, MS. Between their research and our records we concluded 
that Ellis Fairbanks of 1771 and the Ellis I who came to Jackson Co, MS are one and the same. 


Ellis (Sr. or I) was appointed as the first sheriff of Mobile Co in Mississippi Territory. 


1812 — May 14, all of old Spanish West Florida between the Pearl River and the Perdido River was added 
to the Mississippi Territory. 


1812 ~ From May 14 to December 12, Ellis Fairbanks is appointed as the temporary first Sheriff of 
Mobile County in Mississippi Territory which at that date included the future Counties of Jackson, 
Mobile and Hancock; all the Gulf Coast territory from the Pearl River to Mobile Bay (excluding the City of 
Mobile) 


Ellis Fairbanks (I) could have lived anywhere on the Gulf Coast but it is believed that he lived on his 
1812 Land Claim in Section 15, Township 5, Range 6. That is the section of land where the present day 
Caswell Springs United Methodist Church is located on Hwy 63. 


Then on December 12, 1812, Mobile Co, Miss Territory was divided into three counties and Perry King 
was appointed as Sheriff. 


Ellis Fairbanks (I) married the widow of Antoine Ely, Mrs. Sarah Cumbest Ely circa 1821. Sarah was 
the mother of 4 children, Mary Rose, Catherine, John Charles and Margaret Ely, the ancestors of thousands 
of Jackson Countians. 


Ellis Fairbanks (II) was born Dec 15, 1822 in Jackson Co, MS 


1824 - Ellis Fairbanks (I) originally of Massachusetts, was named as a Justice of the Peace of Jackson 
Co, Miss, along with Walter Denny originally of Pennsylvania, Charles Holland, John Brewer, Sr., and 
Wm. C. Seaman originally of New York. 


1825 Census of Jackson Co, MS - Ellis Fairbanks is listed as head of a household with 4 males and 4 
females. 


1827 Tax Roll Jackson County, CATTLE owned by each taxpayer. 
The largest cattle owners were: 
Settler Cattle-Value 
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Usan Jacco 400 - $2000 
Sancere Seamore 300 - $1200 
John Fairly, Sr. 270 - $1350 
Ellis Fairbanks 250 - $1250 


1830 Census (When did he moved north in county) 
Ellis Fairbanks— household of 15 
1 male age 50 to 60, Ellis Fairbanks, Sr 
] female age 30 to 40, Sarah Ely Fairbanks 
2 females age 15 to 20 
1 male age 10 to 15 
1 female age 10 to 15 
1 male age 5 to 10 
Slaves — 8 
4 male slaves age 24 to 34 
3 female slaves age 10 to 24 
1 female slave age 0-10 


1837- Ellis Fairbanks, Signature Date: Feb 2, 1837, 
Cash Entry from the U. S. Government 
Total Acres: 82.6000, In Sec 18, T4S, R5W, St. Stephens Meridian, Augusta Land Office 


1837 to 1840 — Ellis Fairbanks (1) died and is buried in an unmarked grave on the old Fairbanks home 
place. 


1840 Census 
Fairbanks, Sarah 
1850 Jackson Co # 
1 male age 40-50 MUST be female, Widow Sarah Fairbanks who was 45 years old in 1840 
1 male age 30-40 
1 male age 30-40 
1 male age 15-20 must be son John C. Ely who was 21 years old in 1840 
1 male age 10-15 must be son Ellis Fairbanks, Jr who was 18 years old in 1840 
1 male age 5-10 may be grandson Nicholas Coleman who was 10 years old in 1840 

NOTE: Sarah Cumbest Ely Fairbanks, twice widowed, was born 1795 in East Pascagoula, Spanish 
West Florida, the daughter of Simon & Maria Eva Kop Cumbest. She married 1" Antoine Ely, 1792-1820, 
son of Peter Charles Ely & Frances Weisback. Antoine and Sarah lived in the area of present day Moss 
Point, on the Ely or Cumbest property. 

Sarah Cumbest Ely Fairbanks died after 1870. 
Married 2" Ellis Fairbanks born in Denham, Massachusetts and who died between 1837 and 1840. In 
1840, widow, Sarah Ely Cumbest Fairbanks lived on the following described property which was located in 
the northeast area of Jackson County near the present Rosedale Methodist Church. 

Ellis Fairbanks purchase of February 2, 1837; Cash Entry Sale from the U. S. Government 
82.6000 acres of land located in Section 18, Township 4 South, Range 5 West 

St. Stephens Meridian, Augusta Land Office, Document No. 60 


153 - Census of 1850 


Fairbanks, Ellis son farmer 27 $5000 Miss 
Fairbanks, Sarah Cumbest 55 mother Miss 
Hamilton, Sarah niece 13 Miss 
Coleman, Nicholas nephew 17 Miss 


Slave Census of 1850 for Ellis Fairbanks (I]) 


Male, black 35 name not given 
Female, mulatto 27 name not given 
Male, mulatto 30 name not given 
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Male mulatto 10 name not given 
Female, black 12 name not given 
Female, black 11 name not given 


Agricultural Census of 1850 for Ellis Fairbanks 
Land: 60 acres improved; 1000 acres unimproved 


Cash value of farm, $5000 
Value farm implements & machinery, $100 
Livestock: 7 horses, 100 milch cows, 2 working oxen 
300 other cattle, 50 sheep, 40 swine 
Value of livestock, $2500 
Farm Production for the year: 200 bushels Indian corn 
2500 Ibs rice, 150 lbs wool, 10 bushels Irish potatoes, 150 bushels sweet potatoes, 200 Ibs butter 
Value of homemade manufactures, $100 
Value of animals slaughtered, $180 
Note: Ellis Fairbanks is the son of Ellis & Sarah Cumbest Ely Fairbanks. Sarah is the widow of Ellis 
Fairbanks, Sr. She was married 1* to Antoine Ely; 2" to Ellis Fairbanks, Sr. 


Sarah Hamilton is the granddaughter of Sarah Fairbanks and the daughter of Harris & Margaret 
Ely Hamilton who are living “next door” #154. Nicholas is the grandson of Sarah Fairbanks and the son of 
Benjamin Nicholas Coleman & Mary Rose Ely Coleman Nelson, family #155. His father was possibly 
deceased pre 1840 and his mother married 2"¢ Charles Nelson, who is also deceased. 
Children of Antoine & Sarah Cumbest Ely: 
1. Mary Rose Ely 
Married 1" Benjamin Nicholas Coleman 
Married 2™, Charles Nelson abt 1839 
2. Catherine Ely 
Married 1" Charles White?, Feb 14, 1833, Mobile Co 
Married 2™ Charles? Monteith before 1850. 
She is living in Austin, Texas in 1850 
3. Margaret Ely 
Married Harris Hamilton, Jul 23, 1836, Mobile Co 
1850, family #153 
4. John Charles Ely 
Married Elizabeth Davis/Goff, family #152 
Child of Ellis & Sarah Cumbest Ely Fairbanks, Sr. 
5. Ellis Fairbanks 
Married Mary Ann Carter 


1860 - Sarah Fairbanks - Farmer - $300 Real Estate, $17,700 Personal Estate 
(Widow of 1 Antoine Ely, 2 Ellis Fairbanks) 


1860 - Sarah Fairbanks (15 slaves, 3 slave houses) 
1 black male 45, 1 black male 20, 1 black female 23, 1 black female 21, 1 black male 37, 
1 black male 11, 1 black female 10, 1 black male 9, 1 black male 8, 1 black female 7, 
1 black female 4, 1 black female 3, 1 black male 2, 1 black male 1, 1 black male 9/12 


1860 - Ellis Fairbanks (3 slaves, 1 slave house) 
1 mulatto female 20, 1 mulatto male 12, 1 mulatto female | 


Ellis Fairbanks (II) opened a general store at the Jackson county seat of Americus before the 
Civil War and it was there, as far as we can figure, until his death in January of 1900. He 
became a lender of money to his customers, according to old receipts found, as well as a 
merchant. He sold everything from tin pans and tobacco to nutmeg and shoes. His store ledger 
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of 1889, 1890 listed all of the customers who bought on credit. When camp meeting time drew 
near, the ladies purchased new shoes, fabrics, buttons, lace and needles from Mr. Fairbanks, 
getting ready for the biggest event of their year. He also bought or took in exchange for 
merchandise, butter, eggs, meat, honey, rice, fruits, and other farm products. He went to Mobile 
and Moss Point to market when the schooners came in from New Orleans or other ports, with 
goods for sale. 


1874-1893 - The Americus Post Office operated from the store Ellis Fairbanks. 
Ellis Fairbanks served as postmaster. 


Jackson Court House or Jackson C. H. was the county seat from 1821 until 1859 when the name 
was changed to Americus. 


Old Americus was the seat of justice of Jackson County from 1859 until 1872 when the Court 
House was moved to Scranton. The move of the Court House to a railroad, if one ran through the 
county, was required by the State of Mississippi. Therefore Scranton, named by the railroad, 
became the new county seat. 


Davis-Fairbanks Letter 
Found in the Ellis Fairbanks Papers 


Americus, Miss. 
Sept 1° 1894 
To the Honorable Board of Supervisors, Jackson Co, Miss. 
Your petitioners do Respectfully ask your Honorable body to change the assessment of 
SE % of Section 8, Township 4, Range 6 West, as lies South of Cedar Creek, lying and situated at 
Americus. All of said % Section on South side of Cedar Creek to be assessed to Ellis Fairbanks. 
That on the North side of Cedar Creek to be assessed to James J. Davis. 
Very respectfully submitted, 
S/ Ellis Fairbanks 
S/ James J. Davis 
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What sort of a life did Jonathan, Grace, and their six children have when they settled in Dedham? They 
busy with day to day living to keep detailed diaries of their activities but there are things that we can de 
the evidence that remains. 


The oak lintel of the parlor chamber fireplace has been dated by dendrochronology (tree ring dating) as 


cut in 1637. In the 17% century timber was not seasoned before it was used so this is a good indication 
in which the house was built. No older wooden building has yet been found in North America. Jonath: 
12 acres of land in the original allotments to Dedham settlers in 1637, and that fact further supports the 
house. 


The original house had four rooms surrounding the massive center chimney — two on the first floor and 
second with an attic above that. Insulation was provided by wattle and daub, a mixture of clay, straw a1 
which provided a smooth interior finish to the walls as well. If you walked in the front door the room c 
was Called the parlor and the room on the left was the hall, we would call it the kitchen. On the second 
the parlor chamber and the hall chamber. The house faced south, instead of towards the street, and was 
room deep. There were two cellars, and we know from Jonathan’s death inventory that they were used 
mostly food stuffs. By modern standards these were close quarters for a family of 8 but at the time the 
rather grand. The first recorded property assessments were made in Dedham in 1648 and Jonathan’s he 
valued in the top 25% of Dedham property. 


Between the time the house was built and Jonathan’s death in 1668 there was an addition to the house. 
as “‘the new house” in Jonathan’s death inventory, the addition was on the west end of the house connec 
hall. The death inventory shows that this room housed all manner of tools for the farm, for wood work: 
making cheese. The hall chamber (the room over the hall or kitchen) was also used as a store room for 
and flax and wool. That left the family three rooms for daily living. 


The hall was where the cooking and eating took place. Cooking in the 1600s was hard, hot work. The 
the day was probably prepared in the morning and eaten around noon, giving good daylight for both pre 
cleanup. 


The parlor, the other first floor room, had the highest concentration of valuable objects according to the 
inventory and served as a sitting room, a public area for entertaining guests and as a bedroom. The par] 
above the parlor was also used as a bedroom. Interestingly, the most valuable things in the house at the 
estate inventory were the linens. Today we are used to having easy access to relatively cheep machine 


but in the 17" century all cloth had to be processed by hand from animal or plant fibers. 


In addition to the contents of the house, Jonathan owned a good deal more land than his original 12 acr: 
swine, cows and a barn full of hay, although we do not know exactly where the barn was. 


When Jonathan died he left his house to his oldest son, John. On the occasion of John’s death in 1684 1 
property was left to his two sons, Joseph and Benjamin. The two brothers divided the property and Jos: 
house. 


Joseph died in 1734, leaving the house to his son Joseph who sold the house to his own son, also namec 
in turn sold the house to his son — another Joseph. This Joseph owned the house briefly and then sold it 
brothers John, Israel, Samuel and Ebenezer in 1755. Ebenezer bought his brothers shares and lived in t 


http://www.fairbankshouse.org/thehouse.asp 3/29/2005 
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Fairbanks House ~ Dedham, Mass Page 3 of 3 


until his death in 1812, at which point the house passed to his son, Ebenezer. 


Ebenezer lived in the house until his death in 1832 when he willed the house to his wife, Mary. Mary I: 
house until her death and left the house to her three unmarried daughters, Prudence, Sarah and Mary. V 
surviving sister died she left the house to her unmarried niece Rebecca in 1879. Rebecca was the last fi 
member to live in the house. 


Over the years there were several additions to the original house. The east and west wings were probat 


the first half of the 18 century. The lean-to addition on the north side of the house was probably adde 
earlier, but after 1668, since there is no mention of it in Jonathan’s estate inventory. The privy off the 1 


the mud room are 19" century additions. 


The present house and its collections represent the evolution of a building and a family over 267 years. 


was spared many restoration impulses so that it provides an excellent picture of 17% century methods. 
the builders who put up the house were English carpenters, it is a valuable recourse for English architec 
historians as well. 


In 1999, a historic structure report on the house was completed by Building Conservation Associates. * 
document details the known architectural history together with a complete documentation of the histori 
existing building fabric, technical studies and measured drawings. A copy of the report is on file in the 
Office and will provide a wealth of detail about the house to any reader. Two other excellent sources o 
are: 


Abbott Lowell Cummings, 7he Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725, Cambridge, Massac 
Harvard University Press, 1979 


New England Begins: The Seventeenth Century, Boston, Massachusetts; Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 


Abbott Lowell Cummings, The Fairbanks House, Boston, Massachusetts; New England Historic Genex 
Society, 2002. 


Fairbanks House 511 East Street Dedham, Massachusetts Tel. (781) 326-1170 Fax (781) 326-2147 


http://www. fairbankshouse.org/thehouse.asp 3/29/2005 
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THOUGHTS ON THE EVE OF THE HOMECOMING OF 
A CARVED OAK AND PINE CHEST ORIGINAL TO THE OLD 
FAIRBANKS HOMESTEAD 


By Jonathan L. Fairbanks, an eleventh generation descendant 
of the original Jonathan Fairbanks of Dedham 


On Wednesday, June 18, 2003, Lynn Fairbank, the President of our Association and I, 
together with the famous dealer, Leigh Keno, were seated in the auction room of 
Christie's, at 20 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, awaiting the bidding that was to take place 
for a chest made in Dedham, Massachusetts, by John Houghton (1624-84), and once a 
part of the original furnishings of the Old Fairbanks Homestead. The catalogue for this 
auction listed the chest with its venerable history on page 69, fig. 133 -- illustrated in full 
color, with an estimate for its purchase price to range from $6,000 to $9,000. Knowing 
that this was a low estimate, I had discussed matters with the members of the board of the 
family Association, and was given permission by Lynn to seek donors who would help 
achieve the funding necessary to return the chest to the family Homestead. 


The chest was probably sold by the last family resident, Rebecca, at or around the time of 
the sale of the house and land-- and its subsequent purchase by the Family Association 
from Mrs. J. Amory Codmanand her daughter, Martha C. Codman. That saga is covered 
in the last two Courier articles. 


This month of June, a hundred years later, the chest, once lost, was about to be redeemed 
and returned. Lynn and I were confident that we would be able to meet the challenge of 
the auction. By numerous phone calls and letter-writing, I'd managed to obtain funds 
beyond the high estimate listed in the catalogue. I'd also obtained a list of pledges from 
both family members and friends that would sustain a potential bid to $50,000.00. Also, 
just in case of a runaway auction, I had in my pocket names of persons who had promised 
to help in such an emergency. Yet little did we realize that two eager buyers lurked 
anonymously on phone lines. The first one dropped out when the bidding passed the mid 
$50 thousand mark. The second bidder held on firmly until the final count that brought 
the gavel down (with buyer's premium) to $71,700. 


The family relic that had vanished into the antiques world a hundred years ago was 
redeemed at a dear ransom. For the two weeks after the auction, it has been an honor and 
joy for me to experience the positive response of those who care about history and who, 
with oper-handed generosity, have mailed in donations to make this acquisition possible 
--not just for the Homestead and its history, but also for Dedham, the Historical Society 
of this Town, and all who seek to learn about America's early past. This week, the 
Fairbanks Family Association in America will send to Christie's a check for the purchase 
and delivery of the chest to the Homestead. This is made possible by more than fifty 
generous donors, many of whom wish to remain anonymous. Every board member made 
either a pledge or donation. Later this summer, those donors who wish to be honored and 
listed as special friends will be made public. 
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What makes this acquisition so expensive? Also, how do we know that this chest was 
actually owned by the family homestead? Firstly, all surviving examples of American 
furniture made in severteenth century New England are rare and precious. That reason 
alone justifies a high auction price. But this work is extra special because it was pictured 
as part of the furnishings of the Fairbanks House in a precise drawing illustrated in plate 
26 and published by the American Architect & Building News Company of 1898, part I. 
This publication, entitled "The Georgian Period" being Measured Drawings of Colonial 
Work, was the first significant architectural publication to record measured drawings of 
early historic homes in America. That the Old Fairbanks House of Dedham was selected 
for this publication is no accident, for this old house had been the focus of antiquarian 
attention since the mid nineteenth century. But we are especially fortunate that the artist 
also decided to illustrate the "Oak Chest In Store Room 2d Story" as part of his measured 
drawings. That drawing is what identifies this chest specifically to the family homestead. 
The image and the chest itself are unmistakably one and the same. By the 1890’s the 
chest was no longer a useful, functioning part of the home’s furnishings. But still 
appreciated for whatever reasons, it was tucked away in storage. 


How the chest is attributed to having been made by John Houghton of Dedham is a much 
more complex piece of detective work. That story leads back in time to 1980 when, at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, I was curator of a developing exhibition: New England Begins, 
The Seventeenth Century. It was my great good fortune to be working with a team of 
brilliant scholars, including Dr. Abbott Lowell Cummings, who had already published 
much of his extensive research on the architecture of the Fairbanks House. In the 
Medfield Historical Society I discovered two foliate carvings made of oak that were 
identified as fragments of the pulpit of the First Church of Medfield of 1655. These 
fragments led scholars Robert Trent and Robert St. George to records that identified the 
pulpit with both John Houghton and his master, John Thurston (1607-1685) who had 
come to the New World from County Suffolk, in Old England. He brought with him 
knowledge of woodworking skills known as joinery, framing and carving -- all of which 
he passed on to his apprentice John Houghton who had come to New England at age 
eleven-- not having trained as a woodworker abroad. The pulpit carvings are clearly 
related to furniture owned by the Dedham Historical Society. The workmanship is so 
distinctive that an attribution to Houghton is without question. Several other works are 
related. A chest remarkably similar to the Fairbanks house example was acquired by the 
Museum of Fine Arts in preparation for the exhibition, and illustrated in its catalogue: 
New England Begins: The Seventeenth Century (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1982), 3 
vols, Vol. 3, pp. 534-536. Subsequent research by Dr. St. George led to his publication 
"Style and Structure in the Joinery of Dedham and Medfield, Massachusetts, 1635-1685," 
in Winterthur Porfolio 13 (1979), pp. 1-46. The Fairbanks chest was spotted by Robert 
St. George while touring the collections of the executive offices of the Seagram & Sons 
Corporate headquarters in downtown Manhattan, New York. It is from this remarkable 
building famous for its design by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe in the 1950's that the chest 
migrated to auction at Christie's, despite my previous attempts to obtain the chest as a gift 
to the House. A paper label within the chest records the famous firm of Ginsburg & 
Levy, Inc./Antiques/ 815 Madison Ave./ New York as the source from which the chest 
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was probably acquired by the firm of Seagram. Further research is needed to track the 
ownership of the chest backward in time to the early years of the last century. 


Much has yet to be learned about our remarkable survivor, the Fairbanks chest, which 
comes to us containing potential stories yet untold. This brief report is but the beginning. 
Yet this moment highlights the fact that what was lost is now redeemed and returned. As 
Lynn and I left the auction one perceptive and admiring writer observed, "that such a 
return of a seventeenth century object back to its original site could only happen in New 
England." It should be added that this could not have happened without the many donors 
who generously gave to this need and opportunity to bring the chest back home. 
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PGGEN 


From: _ elsejensine [elsejensine@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Saturday, March 26, 2005 6:46 PM 

To: Betty Clark Rodgers; Pascagoula Genealogy 
Subject: Emailing: thenouse 


This is the home of Ellis Fairbanks I's ancestors. The Ellis who married Sarah Cumbest Ely, widow of Antoine Ely. 

I sent the Fairbanks Family site the info I had on ole Ellis and they were thrilled. He had gone to sea and they did not know 
where he ended up except that they found his name on a land record in St. Stephens records and wondered is that was him. 
They said the info filled in a the "lost Ellis" gap in their family records. 


The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments: 
Shortcut to: http://www.fairbankshouse.org/thehouse.asp 


Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain 
types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are 
handled. 


3/29/2005 
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i August 17, 1888 d rfee 


The Pascagoula Democrat Star 


IN THE SADDLE 


From Our Traveling Agent and 
Correspondent. 


Howell, Jackson Co. Miss. Aug 13, '88 
Editor Democrat Star: 


After leaving Vancleave your correspondent crossed 
Pascagoula River at Graham's Ferry. This is five miles 
below the junction at Red and Black creeks with the 
Pascagoula. From the river our way leads through Pascagoula 
swamp for a distance of four miles, which I suppose to be the 
average width of the swamp of the river. This is one of the 
most lanely, yet enjoyable rides we have had. A dense growth 
‘of shrub cane covers the ground, o'er shadowed by magnificent 
forest trees of various kinds. The sun at high noon peeps 
down from his aerial throne through the thirk foliage and 
steals an occasional kiss from the dark, upturned face of the 
earth. The hogs probe the rich soil with their muddy snouts, 
the fat cattle crop the growing cane by the road side, and 
the alligator, with stealthy motion peeps from lakes and 
lagoons upon us as we pass along the picturesque and lonely 
retreat. 


Turning down the river we spend the night with Capt. J.M. 
Rabby, formerly of Mobile County, Ala. but for some years in 
the turpentine business here. Capt. Rabby and his kind lady 
know precisely how to take care of a poor, tired newspaper 
man, and we left their house much refreshed, and proceeded 
to "work up" the Three Rivers country. A pall of sadness 
was thrown over this community on the 8th inst. by the death 
of the little child of Mr. Wm. Howell. The little fellow was 
one of the two twin brothers, who was the pride of an aged 
father, but the angel of death has come and robbed the family a 
of one of its richest jewels and left a gloom of sadness, 
which none but the Giver of all good gifts ca. remove. 


Leaving Three Rivers we turn our steed northward and 
strike Americus with both feet to the tune of the. Democrat 
Star. This was once the Capital of Jackson County. A 
postoffice and a small store, both kept by . Ellis Fairbanks, 
now constitutes the business of the place. fter giving 
"Cleveland", my faithful horse a brief rest, a treating = 
myself to a bath in Cedar Creek, we dined off a five=cent—~ 
watermelon and proceeded on our zig-zag course. A ride of 
fifteen miles with only one stop, at the house of Mr. 

W. E. Walters, where he kindly treated us to another melon 
and a cup of good coffee, we "fetched up" at Howell Postoffice, 
on Dog River. Here we spent the Sabbath with the Ward family. 


Peg wa \K 
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The Wards cannot be excelled for kindness and hospitality, 

and for witty sayings and droll expressions they closely 

rival the famous Artemus Ward. My next station is Basin. 
Yours, collectively, 


B. H. B. 
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The State of Mississippi 
Superior Court of Chancery 
July Term A.D. 1834 


To the Hon. John A. Quitman, Chancellor of the State of Mississippi. Humbly complaining showeth 
unto your Honor your oratix Catherine White of the County of Jackson and state aforesaid the wife of 
Charles White a subject of William IV King of Great Britain, and lately a resident in the Territory of 
Florida in the U.S.A. (the defendant herein after named) by Ellis Fairbanks her step father and next 
friend, That she is by birth and residence a citizen of the County of Jackson and state aforesaid, that 
during the winter of A.D. 1832-33 she was on a visit to and resided with her brother in law a Mr. 
Coleman in the City of Mobile in the State of Alabama, that shortly after her arrival in the said City of 
Mobile she was introduced to the said Charles White who soon thereafter became as he said desirous of 
paying his addresses to her, which privilege being allowed by your oratix terminated by the said White 
and your oratix being married on the 14" day of February 1833, at the City and state last aforesaid- your 
oratix would further show unto your Honor that the said White was at the time of said marriage so far 
as your oratix could judge a young man of good appearance, genteel behavior and industous habits, 
being engage in keeping a small boarding house and retail grocery store, and a man who did not make 
use of aident spirits, your oratix would further show unto your Honor that she expects that like most 
young and inexperienced female (she then being only of the age of 17 years) that she dreamed of d long 
life of happy years with her companion the said Mr. White, but in this your oratix has been most 
wretched by disappointed, for so it is may it please your Honor, that the said Charles on the third night 
after our said marriage and without any the slightest cause on the part of your oratix the said White 
without the least notice to your oratix intended soto do, left your oratix at home and remained a broad 
all night that shortly after this his visits to houses and places of ill-fame became notorious and his open 
and wanton neglect of your oratix as his wife shameful and apparent that he was in the constant habit 
of illicit connexion with women of bad fame that this course of conduct was pursued by the said White 
to the great distress of your oratix till about the 4” of July of the same year, when the said White 
became suspected of being guilty of certain felonies eloped from the City of Mobile and for some time 
after skulked about in the County of Jackson Mississippi, that your oratix was then left in Mobile and 
according to the directions of said White sold and disposed of the goods & chattles of the said White 
left by him in Mobile and carried the proceeds thereof to the said White at the County of Jackson 
aforesaid and delivered the same to the said White, that the said White left the County of Jackson about 
September 1833, carrying with him several hundred dollars in money besides a valueable gold watch 
and rigging together with a part the jewels of your oratix C.W. leaving your oratix without a dollar; 
unprovided for in a situation not well able to earn a living at work at the mercy and charity of strangers 
that on the day previous to his leaving your oratix he very much abused your oratix and told your her 
that he should leave her and never return to her any more, your oratix would further show to your 
Honor that she has received but one letter from the said White since he left, that the contents of that 
was neither promising or conciliatory as it little more than contained a direction to your oratix to return 
to the house of step-father, to live with my mother, the very persons on whom the White could have no 
claim for the support of your oratix as his wife, he the said White having in the most angrily manner, and 
as your oratix believes without any good reason thereof having instituted a suit in your Honors court 
against your oratix said step-father and her mother for the recovery of the distrabation share to which 
your oratix is entitled from the estate of your oratixs father and that too lantrary to wish or absent of 
your oratix. 
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Your oratix wishes further to share unto your Honor that she is informed and believes the report to 
be true, that the said White left home than of four years since a wife and children in England which said 
wife is in all probability now still living. 

Your oratix would further show unto your Honor that since the said White has left her towiton__ 
Day of 1834 that she has given birth to [a] fine daughter whom she now has to 
provide for, as well as for herself. 

But now so it is may it please your Honor that the said White confederating with others at present 
unknown to your oratix, whose names when discovered your oratix prays may be made parties hereto 
with apt words to charge them as defendants, and containing how to injure oppress disgrace and wholly 
ruin your oratix sometimes pretend and say that he the said White, had not another wife living at the 
time of his marriage with your oratix and will return to or send for your oratix and live with and treat 
your Oratix as a wife deserves to be treated. 

Whereas your oratix charges the truth to be that the said White married your oratix without any 
intention of living with her any longer than best suited his convenience, that his greatest object was to 
get possession of and under the name and by the right which the laws of land vested in him as your 
oratix husband to rob your oratix of what little estate she is entitled to and then put to some other plan 
for the purpose of playing off again the same game on some other unsuspecting female, and 
furthermore your oratix charges that the said defendant, had at the time of his marriage with your 
Oratix then living another wife- 

All which acting doings and pretences are conbrary to equity and good conscience and tend to the 
manifest wrong and injury of your oratix in the premises. In consideration whereof and for as much as 
your oratix can only have adequate relief in the premises in a court of equity where matters of this 
nature are properly conizable and relierable, To the end therefore that the said Charles White and his 
confederates when discovered map upon their several and respective corporse oaths to best of their 
respecteve knowledge rememberance information and belief fall true direct and perfect answers make 
to all and singular the matters aforesaid, and that as fully and as particularly as if the same were here 
repeated and they distinctly interrogated thereto, and more especially that the said confederates may in 
manner aforesaid answer and sent forth whether the said White had not at the time of his marriage 
with your oratix another wife then living, whether the treatment of the said White to your oratix was 
not such as herein alledged, and whether the said White was not in the constant habit of committing 
acts of adultery with devous women of bad-fame, and whether the said White has not frequently said 
that he only married your oratix for what she had and with no intention of living with her and whether 
the said White did not leave your oratix unprovided for and pennyless, he at the same time carrying 
away with him considerable money and other valueables. 

Wherefore, the said premises being considered your oratix prays your honor that a decree be 
rendered against the said White divorcing your oratix from the marriage bonds, liabilities, and 
disabilities, thereby incurred, by her said marriage with the said White and that the said White may be 
restrained or estoped from further providing in the recovery of her share of the estate of her father 
Antoine Eli deceased, until your honors decree is made known in this behalf, and that your oratix may 
have such other and further relief in the premises as the nature and circumstances of this case may 
require and to your Honor shall seem meet. 

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratix the states writ of subpoena to be directed to the 
said Charles White thereby commanding him at a certain day and under a certain pain therein to be 
limited personally to be and appear before your Honor in the honorable court and there and then full 
true direct and perfect answers make to all and singular the premises, and further to stand to perform 
and abide such further order, direction and decree therein as to your Honor shall sum meet. And your 
Oratix as in duly bound shall ever pray XC. J.W. Morris 

Sol. For complainant 
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The State of Mississippi } 
Perry County 


Personally appears before me the undersigned one of the Justices of the Peace in and for said County 
Catherine White who after being sworn saith that the matters and things set forth in the forgoing bill of 


complaint and alledged to be of her own knowledge are just and true, and that than not of her own 
knowledge are true to the best of her belief- 


Sworn to and subscribed} her 
Before me this 5™ day Catherine X White 
Of July A.D. 1834 mark 


Isaac Chas raft?? J.P. 
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